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| ulation. “How has his splendid success been 


achieved ? To what qualities of character, 
—to what business. faculties, is it due? 


: ake Barnum has Written his life in order to 


Satisfy these interrogations. He has narra- 


ted step by step the history of his career,— 


pointing out, for the amuseméht of the cu- 
rious and the instruction of the ambitious, 
the path by which he has risen from pov- 
erty to wealth, and from obscurity to con- 


| Spicuous influence. .Of course the. book 


will be eagerly'and widely read. ‘Tt will 
produce a very marked effect upon the sen- 
timents and the conduct of the great body 
ofthe youth of America. ‘It will do much 
towards guiding their ambition,—shaping 


‘} their -plams: and directing their career. 


What is the lesson it is likely to teach ? 
The great fact which Mr. Baanum sets’ 


forth in this biography of himself, is that | 


his success has been achieved,—his wealth 
acquired,—his reputation and consideration 
established, by the systematic, adroit and 
persevering plan of obtaining money under 
false pretences from the’ public at large. 
This is the beginning. and the end of his 
enterprise, and the great secret of his suc- 
cess. He seems occasionally conscious of 
the fact, and seeks to cloak it under phrases 
and forms of speech. He calis it humbug,— 
and, under the seeming candor of confes- 
os palliates it by & variety of apologies 
and explanationa, We must teke mon as 
we find theni:—human nature is full of 
weaknesses, of which it is our right to take 
advantage :——men like to bs deceived, if it 
is 80 cleverly done as to seem amusing ;— 
no wrong is done if they get what they eon- 
sider an equivalent for their money :—these 
are some of the moral maxims and reflec- 
tions which are brought forward to palliate 
and excuse the leading fact, that his wealth 
has been acquired by a complicated system 
of falséhood and fraud. Mr. Bagnom does 
not deny that the representations which 
have made his schemes successful have 
been false and fraudaleat ;—his only effort 
is to make the public appear to have been 
an eccomplice in his plans, instead of their 
vietim. .. 
Mr.. Bazwom’s profession has been that 


of a showman,—a business that may be hon- 


estly pursued. But he takes special pains 
to proclaim the fact that he pursued it dis- 
honestly. He never recognized the slight- 
est obligation,.in the prosecution of it, to 
tell the trath, or offer his exhibitions te the 


it public upon their merits, He said that 
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effect. He has shown very 

tion in the veriety of stories of his child 
hood end youth, his early experi 

the various steps by which he ripened 

very small beginnings, into the pre rii 
and magnificent master ef the art of decep- 
tion which he has since. become. Judging 
from’ his’ book he seems to have been a 
humbug from his. cradle. He would have 
it understood that he was born to the great- 
ness he has since achieved. He cheated in 
long clothes, and had became an adept at 
practical jokes before he reached the dig- 
nity of a roundabout «In all this there is 
e good. deal that is amusing, though, of 
course, one is requived, and probably 
not expected, to believe it. It is all part 
and parcel of the system which the book 
is written to-reveal. 

We confess our surpriee tha Mr. Baanum 
should have published this Autobiography, 
for we had given him credit for better 
judgment atid Miore discretion. He. had | 
amassed a fortune, by means generally sus- 
pected to have not been scrupulously hon- 
orable; but which were’ very likely to be 


‘overlooked or forgotten in the more credit- 


able and legitimate enterprises of his more 
recentiife. His engagement of Jenny Lixo 
‘was universally regarded as a public bene- 
fit, anidevineed & bold sigacity which won 
He was establish- 
ing a. reputation.es a business man -of 
markeo ability; and was fast outliving the 
questionable reputation which public sus- 
picion, rather than eny known facts, had 
i given him. He seems to “have felt him- 
self inseme danger of subsiding .into, the 
common ‘place character of an enterprising, 
honest and successfal man; so He’ has 
written this book ‘to prevent the possibility | 
of such a Catastrophe... He has.chosen his | 
means with his usual sagacity; he will be | 
quite as -successfol in this design, as in any 
of the others by which his, life has been.| 
distinguished. 
The book will be very widely read and 


‘will 0 infinite ‘mischiéf. It will encourage | 


the tendency, always , too: strong..in the 
young men of this country; to seck fortune 
by other meens than industty in the worthy 
pursuit of the honorable business on which 
the welfare. of scciety depends: «It will 
stimulate an eagerness for dashing expeti+ 
ments on publié credulity, and multiply 
the numbers, already too large, of those 
who live by their wits, and seek fortune by 
pandering to the vices or the weaknesses 
of thé public at large... We,.do,not..cup- 
pose it was. Mr. ._Baanum's intention -to 
exert such an influence when he wrote his 
life,—for its prevalent tone shows clearly 
his entire unconsciousness, that there is 
anything in bis career which the noblest 
tninded and the worthiest might not ad- 
Mire and emniate. But the book will have 
that effect, so faras it has’ any beyond 
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Wrnvew Pues, Esq, appeared in 
United States Cigcuit Court this mom 
eors Wells tha meni ah 41,008 40 aber te March 
next toanswerthe charge of résistance to the 
United States Marshal at the time of the Buras 
rendition. 

At his request, the following persons ‘were al- 
lowed to become his bordsmen : Messrs. Gro, W_ 
Pu111%s; BH. A. Bown.fon, Ri E. Arruozrr, 
Sauces. May, C. M.. Eris, and Faancis Jaox- 
8ON 

Isaac SuttH, & shoemaker by trade, was arrest- 
ed here this morming on a charge of murdering his 
illegitimate child, and was committed for exomiet- 
tion. He is a married man. 

The Stark Mills at Manchester, N. H., caught 
fire in the picker’s room yesterday, but by. great 
exertions the. fire was put out-after « loss of about 
$1,500. 


A letier from Commodore STOCKTON is published 


a 


5 man plvenited the epprtptie’ 
Sie wedey 54 ee 
engaged in the work: 


Organization and Operations of the Commission- 
ers, in reference to the troubles between the Beard 
of Emigration and’ the’ Ten Governors. The re- 
port is long, and we have no room for it to-day. 
The Committee diseuse the question ia dispute. 
They state that when the Commissioners of Emi- 
gration agreed to pay three dollars per week forthe. 
support of each emigrant lunatic in the Asylum oa 
Biackwell’s Island, it was on the supposition that 
thé maintenance of each inmate would cost the 
Almshouse that amount. It was discovered, how- 
ever, by the reports of the Governors, that: this 
supposition was erroneois, and that the support of 
each lunatic cogt considerably less, and they put 
an end to the contract. The report goes on to dis- 
cuss the subject of erecting buildings, the case of 
vagratts, convicts from abroad, and the births in 
Hogppital. 

“Phe folowing i & sha hit: 


endorsing in the maim the doctrines of the Ameri- |~ 


can movement against disenfranchising foreigaers 
already entitled ‘to vote, and againat any interfer- 
ence with the religious rights. of man..- The organ 
of the American party at Camden sidés with the 
Commodore in the views he has taken, and much 
talk ig going op, and considerable excitement is 
manifested on the subject. The leading Democrats 
here are said to favor the new movement’ of the 
Commodore. 
, enmlipmen 
Large Failure in Ohariceten—Election of a 
United States Senaser. 
CoLvmari, (8. C.,) Friday, Des, 15. 

It is reported here that the large cotton house 
of Dvatn, in the city of Charleston, has failed for 
half a million’ of dollars. 

Hon. A.:P. Bouriaa, was reélected to-day to 
the United States Senate. 


——<>— 
Heavy Decline im the Chariesten Cotten 


average decline on the week being 

to fc. per pound. The. sales of the 

about 10,000 bales; and we 

price at 6c.@9jc., sccording to. quality, The re 
ceipts of the week are estimated at 13,400 bales, and 
the stock in port, exclusive ef shipboard, 33,000 


es. 
A heavy failure in the Cotton trade was reported 


New. York papers of last evening about the Arcade 
Bank of this sity. The Bank will not probably 
Jose a dollar by Hixu, Canpawrar & Co., and the 
loss of their whole indebtedness would not affect 
its credit. 


The Reciprecity * rareasin dann Ossie 


Halivan, Friday, Dee. 15. 
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Fog Disasters. 
> ice hens Saniaieiied namie 
South Ferry boat Transit, while on 
Brooklyn; ran isto the brig Wa. T’- 
arrived yesterday from Port ad seem! 
in the atream, coutpletely tearing 
atern, stove bulwarks, broke the 
jibboom, &e. “The Transit lost 
and had a portion of the cabin stove. 
ton-avenue Ferry boat Gowanus, 
sa nae Ok Shela lukdbaes Sak eae ie 
Barge Office Dock, and ‘steve in her bow, Apr 
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The ‘Repent’ of is. Spoblal ,Cesmitine ot the 


| Aldermen on the new City Hell was reed, Alder- 


Union. * 

Mr. Eoor introduced a bill making an appre 
priation for continuing the piers and constructing 
tenance my oe, | City; Ind, and other- 
wise 6€ seid sity. Referred 
Sei merce. 

a en cant Wear man Coes fa alee 
Pills, ana, the first.on thelist was for extending the | . 
CoLT patent. 

Mr. Evexrrow moved that it be passed by, as 
tie Bslevt Commition on, thet wubject ie apt realy 
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Se Pag dal a motion was, however, agreed to. 
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